
Grace Sawyer Jones 

Grace Sawyer Jones was born in Topeka, Kansas. She earned a bachelor’s degree in physical 

education from Washburn University in 1960. She received her master’s degree in community 

recreation with group work method from George Williams College, Downers Grove, Illinois, in 

1965 and her doctorate in organizational behavior from the Union Institute, Cincinnati, Ohio in 

1985. 

Jones had a distinguished career in higher education. She most recently served as president of 

Three Rivers Community College, Norwich, Connecticut, retiring in June 2014. During her 13-

year tenure, Three Rivers became one of the most technologically advanced community 

colleges in New England. She also led the merger of two college facilities into one – Thames 

Valley Technical College and Mohegan Community College and created Three Rivers Middle 

College. 

Jones began her career in Chicago, Illinois, where she taught secondary physical education and 

science. She learned education systems in experiential ways, most importantly by doing it. 

Jones entered higher education's community college environment in the late 1970s as a faculty 

member at Berkshire Community College in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. During her 10 years at 

Berkshire, she served as a faculty member, coordinator of the recreational leadership program, 

coordinator of student activities and the college union and as director of personnel services. 

In 1990, Jones joined the State University of New York, Oneonta, and served as vice president 

for multicultural affairs in addition to serving as a tenured professor. In 1996, she became 

Utah's first black college president as she joined the College of Eastern Utah, Price, serving as 

president from 1996-2001.  

Jones received the Citizen of the Year award from the Chamber of Commerce of Southeastern 

Connecticut in 2012. She was awarded “The 100 Most Influential Blacks in Connecticut” by the 

Connecticut State of NAACP in 2009. In 1997, she was recognized as a Distinguished Kansan in 

Education.   

Jones received Washburn’s Distinguished Service Award in 1986 and was named an Alumni 

Fellow in 2014. In 2011, Jones created the endowed Sawyer Family Multicultural Leadership 

Scholarship Fund at Washburn University. 

 


